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SUBJECT: EL AL STRIKE SETTLED 

REF: A) TEL AVIV 6909 B) TEL AVIV 6802 

1. EL AL SPOKESMAN AND HISTADRUT CONFIRMED TO EMBASSY NEWS 
REPORTS THAT SHOP MAINTANANCE WORKERS WERE RESUMING WORK 
UNCONDITIONALLY MORNING OF NOVEMBER 3. FIRST FLIGHTS WILL 
TAKE FLIGHT CREWS TO VARIOUS LOCATIONS ABROAD FOR RESUMING 
TRAFFIC. FIRST SCHEDULED FLIGHT TO TAKE OFF FOR 
JOHANNESBURG SHORTLY AFTER MIDNIGHT. 

2. NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN WORK COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES AND 
HISTADRUT LEADERS RESUMED NOV 2, DEPITE EARLIER ANNOUNCE- 
MENT THAT HISTADRUT HAD WITHDRAWN. SETTLEMENT BRIEFLY 
SEEMED FURTHER COMPLICATED WHEN MANAGEMENT REJECTED NON- 
STRIKING GROUND CREW'S CLAIM FOR SPECIAL PREMIUM FOR BEING 
RECALLED FROM COMPULSORY LEAVE SINCE CONTRACT PRO- 
VIDES SUCH SPECIAL PREMIUMS WHEN COMPANY RECALLS WORKERS 
FROM LEAVE. FINALLY HISTADRUT REACHED AGREEMENT WITH BOTH 
STRIKERS AND MANAGEMENT EARLY NOV 3, WITH SOLE CONCESSIONS 
TO STRIKERS THAT THEIR GRIEVANCES WOULD BE REVIEWED BY 
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WOULD NOT BE AUTOMATICALLY FIRED, IF CONVICTED. 

3. COMPANY AND GOI CLAIM SETTLEMENT AS VICTORY AND EXPRESS 
CONFIDENCE THAT TOUGH POSTURE WILL REDUCE FUTURE STRIKE 
THREATS DURING NEXT ROUND OF WAGE NEGOTIATIONS WHICH ARE 
DUE TO BEGIN EARLY IN 1976. 

4. ACCORDING TO MINISTRY OF TRANSPORTATION OFFICIAL, 19 DAY 
STRIKE COST EL AL IL 38 MILLION OR $5.4 MILLION. HOWEVER, 

COMPANY SPOKESMAN CLAIMS THAT ACTUAL AMOUNT NOT KNOWN AND 
ESTIMATE EXAGGERATED, SINCE IT FAILS TO CONSIDER CERTAIN 
COMMISSIONS FROM TRANSFER OF FARES AND SHARED BOOKING ARRANGE- 
MENTS WITH OTHER LINES, AS WELL AS NORMAL LOSSES WHICH 
COMPANY WOULD HAVE SUSTAINED EVEN AT FULL OPERATION. MORE- 
OVER, MANAGEMENT NOW CLAIMS FREE HAND FOR ADDITONAL MONEY- 
SAVING REFORMS IN PERSONNEL AND SERVICES. SPOKESMAN GAVE 
FIGURE OF 34,000 PASSENGERS TRANSFERRED TO OTHER LINES AND 
ESTIMATED NUMBER OF BOOKINGS LOST OR GOING DIRECTLY TO 

OTHER LINES AT ABOUT 45,000. 
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